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President’s Report
by Howard Jordan

One year ago this month the global financial 

system was experiencing an unprecedented 

meltdown.  The sudden and unexpected collapse 

of several large financial institutions triggered a 

massive decline in asset values around the world. 

Those of us who live on Marco were not spared.  

Federal, state, municipal as well as many a per-

sonal budget are now facing challenges like no 

other time in history.  My hope is that lessons 

have been learned, and prudent decisions will 

lead us into the next decade with confidence. 

Yet my nightmare is that we will soon forget 

the lessons of the past and move blindly into the 

future expecting unrealistic returns to help us 

save the day or at least replace what we “lost.”

 Now is the time that our local leaders 

need to lead.  Marco Island is our community.  

A paradise built one homeowner at a time.  Each 

homeowner has a voice.  Our elected officials 

have taken an oath to represent the residents 

of Marco.  We ask that you listen carefully to all 

voices, large and small. The loudest voices often 

drown out those who are less boisterous yet 

no less important. Marco’s future looks bright 

with projects such as the future development of 

Veterans Park, Canine Cove, and the improve-

ments to Winterberry Field. The future is ours. 

Together we will make it, share in our success, 

hoping to pass on a legacy of community not 

often seen in today’s “what about me world.”

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would 

like to thank you for your continued support 

and look forward to your suggestions on how 

best to make the Marco Island community a bet-

ter place to live for all who choose to make a 

difference.

MICAwave is the periodic publication of the Marco 
Island Civic Association for the benefit of its members. 
Copyright 2009 ©Marco Island Civic Association,  
Marco Island, FL. 

All opinions expressed in this MICAWAVE are solely the 

opinions of the writers and do not reflect the opinions of the 

Marco Island Civic Association.  MICA does not guarantee or 

endorse any contributing participant.

All Rights Reserved. 
No part of this publication may be reproduced without 
the written permission of the publisher.

Cover photo courtesy of The Marco Review

Marco Island Civic Association
1770 San Marco Road, Suite 204, 

Marco Island, FL 34145

Phone:  239-642-7778     
Fax:  239-642-8663   
www.marcocivic.com

The MICA Board of Directors mourns 

the loss of Vivien Ellis, who passed away on 

September 22. Vivien was a devoted member 

of our island community for many years 

and previously served on the MICA Board of 

Directors. She will be sorely missed. We extend 

our condolences to her family and friends.
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Many good things are happening on the 

other side of the bridge. The median landscaping 

grant that was received by the county for this 

particular project has been received, the job was bid 

out and awarded and the construction has begun. 

For those year ‘rounders, you can watch the 

progress each week as the contractors install the 

irrigation and electrical lines. Next will come the 

installation of the plant material. No grass will be 

installed because of the high cost of maintenance, 

but plant material and mulch will be used plenti-

fully. The county has stopped installing grass in all 

the medians. In fact, there will be no new median 

landscaping at ALL around the rest of the county 

until such time as the economy allows. 

The 951 median will be landscaped from the 

north side of the bridge to MacIlvaine Bay and 

should be completed by the end of November.  

We have applied for another grant from the 

State.  If we receive the grant, another section 

will be landscaped.  We will continue to apply for 

grants until 951 is landscaped to US 41.  

Another good thing happening along 951 is 

the expansion of the boat ramp parking facility 

located across from the road to Isles of Capri. It 

took six years to receive the proper permits to 

expand this boat trailer parking from 19 spaces 

to 86 spaces, and we had already budgeted the 

money before the economy dropped, so we are 

in the midst of the expansion, which is expected 

to be complete before the end of the year. This 

parking has been desperately needed for many 

years.

At the intersection of 951 and US 41 many 

things are being discussed and grants have been 

applied for. We will have to wait and see if any 

money comes in before we can make our final 

plans and decisions. Meanwhile, Lowe’s is still 

planning on building but has put the brakes on 

moving forward until the economy begins to im-

prove. They DID buy the property, though, and 

have built a wall to protect the residents of Eagle 

Creek from their future parking lot and delivery 

area, which is all going in a positive direction.

News From Across the Bridge
by Donna Fiala, Collier County Commissioner

City Council 
Election

The qualifying period to run for Marco 

Island City Council begins on November 17, 

2009 and ends on December 1, 2009.  

This election will be by mail ballot. No 

polls will be open. The Supervisor of Elections 

will begin mailing the ballots on January 6, 2010.  

The date of the election is January 26, 2010 and 

all ballots must be received by the Supervisor of 

Elections no later than 7 p.m. on January 26th. 

For those considering running for Council, 

candidate materials are available on-line at the 

City’s website, www.cityofmarcoisland.com or 

by contacting the City Clerk at 389-5010.
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Bedtime Bundles had been hoping that an 

angel would come forward and donate much 

needed climate controlled space. Not only did an 

angel come forward, he wishes to remain anony-

mous, the highest form of charity. On October 1, 

2009, Bedtime Bundles, Inc. will be moving into 

our new home at 951 N. Collier Boulevard; (we 

have been working out of a garage) 1600 square 

foot of space! 

We will utilize the space for our business 

office, meetings, warehousing our supplies and 

a staging area for assembly of bundles. Our goal 

is to keep our shelves empty! By that I mean, 

as soon as the supplies arrive, assemble the 

bundles and distribute them. Collier County has 

the largest concentration of migrants east of the 

Mississippi River! Now we are poised to take 

our program to the next level. Thankfully, we 

will now be able to uti-

lize our dedicated, eager 

volunteers to their fullest 

potential. 

In addition, Bedtime 

Bundles would like to 

take this opportunity to 

thank St. Mark’s Episcopal 

Church for allowing us to 

store our supplies over the 

summer months. Another 

angel in our corner…

For volunteer opportunities please call: 

239.398.5179 or e-mail us at: Karen@bedtime-

bundles.org

With sincere gratitude and appreciation to 

the community of Marco Island.

Angels Do Exist!
Karen C. Saeks, 2008 MICA Humanitarian of the Year   



As of 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 

3rd, the final award was made for construction 

of the second span of the SS Jolley Bridge.

When I first joined the Collier Metropolitan 

Planning Organization (MPO) in March of last 

year, our prospects of getting the second span 

without a toll seemed pretty bleak.

The groundwork had been done with 

completion of the bridge design and support 

built with the County and State by our represen-

tative Mike Minozzi and other MPO members.  

However, with MPO funding being cut back and 

other sources unlikely, the $55 million price tag 

for two new spans was not going to happen from 

public funding.

Then, Federal stimulus transportation dollars 

became available and the MPO placed our new 

bridge at the top of their priority list.  However, 

there was still a concern that the price tag would 

be too great to secure the needed allocation of 

state and local stimulus funding.

At that point, I recommended a fall-back 

proposal to build one new span while continuing to 

maintain the current bridge, which has another 20 

years of service left.  Both the Collier MPO and 

Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) 

supported this project and helped to make it 

a reality.

The new span will be built about 20 feet 

west of the existing bridge and carry southbound 

traffic to Marco Island.  The existing two-lane 

bridge will then carry northbound traffic from 

the Island when the new second span opens.

Our New Jolley Bridge
by Dr. Bill Trotter, Marco Island City Councilor

The new bridge will contain two 12-foot 

travel lanes, a six-foot inside shoulder, a 10-foot 

outside shoulder, and an eight-foot sidewalk.  

Landscaping will also be installed at each end of 

the bridge during construction.

The design/build team selected, FIGG/

Johnson Bros., will now meet to begin the de-

tailed planning and construction process.  The 

FDOT has estimated that construction could 

begin as early as late this year and be completed 

in early 2012.

In addition to the improved traffic capacity 

and pedestrian access, one of the key benefits of 

the new bridge is that it will be rated to withstand 

a Category 5 hurricane, whereas the current 

span in only rated for a Category 3 storm.

We owe a real debt of gratitude to the 

Collier MPO and FDOT for supporting this 

project and, in particular, to Mike Minozzi for 

leading the effort to complete the bridge design, 

which provided the “shovel-ready” status needed 

for consideration.

Marco Island has also been the recent ben-

eficiary of other grant funding, including the Bald 

Eagle Shared Use Pathway (which just started 

construction) and the Linear Park Project between 

San Marco Road and Mackle Park.  Also, Phase 2 of the 

Linear Park, from Mackle Park to Winterberry, 

has been prioritized for future funding.

I feel that this demonstrates the high regard 

for Marco Island held by the Collier MPO, the 

FDOT and other State officials, which will hope-

fully continue into the future.
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Instead of vacant storefronts, energy, 

creativity and artistic ideas will soon grace the 

Esplanade in the form of an Artists Colony. 

Beginning sometime in October 2009, when 

you visit the Esplanade you will be able to stop 

in to the studios of at least nine working artists, 

see and talk with the artists while they work, 

and be able to purchase originals on the spot. 

As part of the Colony, an Artists Co-op is 

also in the works at the Esplanade and will open 

a bit later. The Co-op will feature the work 

of many more member artists and be staffed 

by these same talented people, some of whom 

may be seen creating art works in the space. 

A Grand Opening Gala is being planned 

at the Artists Colony for early November in 

conjunction with the United Arts Council’s 

“Celebrate the Arts” month.

The brainchild of artist Jo-Ann Sanborn, 

who proposed the idea to the Esplanade man-

agement, the Colony is taking shape as we go to 

press. The Colony is being created under a joint 

venture between The Marco Island Foundation 

for the Arts (MIFA) and the Art League of Marco 

Island. All participating artists are members of 

both MIFA and the Art League.

Artists Colony 
Coming to the Esplanade!

By Sandi Johnson, President, Marco Island Foundation for the Arts

While the two groups have worked together 

less formally on the Marco Island Chamber of 

Commerce’s Leadership Marco project “Wet 

Paint Live,” this marks an historic first coopera-

tive venture between the two non-profit arts 

organizations on the island. The concept was 

approved by both Boards of Directors and 

details are being finalized. 

Vision and a leap of faith were required 

and given by the organizations and Esplanade 

management. They all saw the potential of this 

project and the good it will 

do for the artists, businesses, 

residents, visitors and the com-

munity as a whole. The arts 

help create a sense of place 

and identity for a community, 

cause conversations about art 

among former strangers, and 

create value. Congratulations 

and best wishes to the artists, the 

non-profits, and the Esplanade 

as the Artists Colony becomes 

a reality!

The Esplanade on North Collier Blvd



 by Jim von Rinteln, 
Collier County Emergency Management, and Marco Island Resident

The fall is not the time to turn your back 

on Mother Nature in Southwest Florida. While 

mid-September is statistically the height of 

the Atlantic hurricane season, October and 

November can still bring damaging storms to 

our area.  In fact, October has historically had 

more tropical weather than any other month. 

Remember Hurricane Wilma struck in late 

October 2005 – so don’t let your guard down yet.

Due in part to a strong El Nino’ this year, 

the 2009 hurricane season has been fairly quiet 

for us - so far. But the El Nino’ has its greatest 

mitigating effect on the Cape Verde and Atlantic 

storms coming off of Africa. In the fall, storms 

begin to form again in the Western Caribbean 

and the Gulf of Mexico. These later season 

storms have additional risk to residents in our 

part of Florida.  This comes in the form of less 

warning time and a greater potential for a landfall 

and a resulting storm surge from the Gulf. 

While tropical storms, rather than hurri-

canes, become more of a possibility at this time 

of the year, they should not be taken lightly. By 

definition Tropical Storms have winds of less 

than 74 mph, but they also have several nasty 

characteristics which can cause big problems for 

us. First, they are less organized and the most 

severe weather can be quite a distance from the 

center of the storm.  Additionally, they often 

have tornadic activity and heavy rains associated 

with this severe weather. They also can develop 

quickly, making landfall without much notice to 

coastal residents.

That all said, your response and preparedness 

for these storms should not be all that different 

than it would be for a hurricane. Keep three 

to five days worth of supplies on hand and stay 

tuned to official information and news. While 

evacuations during these events are generally 

less extensive, persons who are dependent on 

electricity for their well being or those living 

in fragile housing should still consider evacuation 

since these storms can still result in wide-

spread wind damage and lengthy power outages. 

     A NOAA weather radio becomes an even 

more important part of your preparedness kit 

because it can give you better warning of an un-

expected storm, tornadoes and flooding threats, 

even when you’re asleep (Tropical Storm 

Gabrielle gave less than 12 hours of warning in 

2001 – most of it during the night). Lastly, secur-

ing property prone to wind damage, like boats, 

patio furniture and other loose items can greatly 

reduce damage across the community spectrum, 

including to the environment. Make sure you co-

ordinate with your neighbors so that their loose 

items don’t damage your house. 

Some trivia - since storm records were first 

kept starting in 1851: the latest tropical storm 

in Collier County was on December 1, 1925 

with winds of 70 mph and the earliest was on 

February 3, 1952 with 50 mph winds.

For more information on hurricanes and tropical storms and storm 
preparedness you can visit:  www.nch.noaa.gov, or www.collierem.org 

Dangerous Tropical
Weather Still Possible This Year
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The Joy of Giving
by Kelly McGuire

The 2009 recipient of MICA’s Humanitarian 

of the Year, Nicki Davis, was shocked when 

presented with this honorable award this past 

January for her work and efforts as the founder 

and President of The Joy of Giving. 

Still going after 21 years, this charitable foun-

dation is all about bringing joy to the neediest 

children of Collier County at Christmas. While 

Nicki was thrilled and appreciated that she was 

recognized by our community, she will be the 

first to tell you that the children are her inspira-

tion and motivation. This past year over 1200 

children and their families were helped! 

The Joy of Giving is able to continue spread-

ing joy because of the generous donations and 

efforts of our caring island community. While 

the Island Country Club has been instrumental 

in raising the bulk of the funds many other local 

businesses and individuals have made substan-

tial donations of money, time and services. On 

behalf of the Joy of Giving, Nicki would like to 

thank ALL of the contributors!

Each year Nicki and her group of invaluable 

volunteers spend hours working with local 

schools and churches to evaluate each proposed 

child’s situation and compile the recipient list of 

children and families. This is where the emotion 

and motivation really come out. Some of the 

stories include families living out of cars, children 

abandoned by their parents and children living at 

shelters because of abuse and neglect.

The fun comes once the list is complete. 
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The parents and guardians of the children are 

invited to come to Walmart on the designated 

shopping day and are presented with a preset 

amount of money to personally choose ap-

propriate gifts for their child, thus the name, 

THE JOY OF GIVING. 

This proves to be a busy but rewarding day 

for the flurry of volunteers who work with each 

shopper and store employees to be sure the 

money is used appropriately and to account for 

each child on the list.

Amazingly, ALL the money that is raised by 

the organization is used ONLY to purchase gifts 

for the children. Every other aspect of this non-

profit organization is provided by golden-hearted 

contributors who donate everything including 

time, postage, raffle prizes and coordinate fund 

raisers. The Joy of Giving relies completely on 

donations and volunteers.  

Since its inception 21 years ago, the Joy of 

Giving has been able to reach out and touch the 

hearts of thousands of local children.  

In light of our current economy, this may be 

Boating Skills And Seamanship Course - 
Covers Florida boating laws; required equipment for your boat; tips on boat handling; introduction 

to navigation; how to tie knots; weather; proper use of marine radios; and boating safety. Classes 

run from October 26th – November 19th,  Mondays and Thursdays  7:00pm - 9:30pm.

      

GPS  Classes - 
Two day class. Students receive hands on experience using a provided Garmin GPS 72 Handheld 

unit.    Classes run on November 3rd & 5th  9:00am - 12:00 noon.   

Boaters Local Knowledge Class - 
Learn more about shelling, fishing and navigating the waterways around Marco Island, Isles of 

Capri, Goodland, and how to navigate to Everglades City, Keewaydin Island and Naples.  Classes 

run on November 10th from 6:00pm -9:00pm.  This is a one evening class.

    
All classes are held at the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Station at Caxambas Park,  905 Collier Ct.
To register, or for further information, please call Al Schettino  239- 970-2391. Pre-registration is required.

                                                                                                                                                        

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Classes

the most challenging season yet.  We are sure 

our list of children will be longer than ever, and 

that our donors have also been affected finan-

cially.  We are optimistic that those who can 

give will find it in their hearts to help us continue 

to reach these children. 

Our shopping event is scheduled for 

December 12. To be part of this most reward-

ing program, you can volunteer or send your 

tax-exempt donations to: THE JOY OF GIVING, 

317 Nassau Ct., Marco Island, FL 34145 or call 

Nicki at (239) 642-0119.
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On Marco Island we have a true silent 

majority of people we see out and about; they 

give us a pat on the back and often say things 

like, “Thank you for your service and keep up 

the good work.” This is what keeps us going; 

knowing that there are people on this Island 

who trust us and appreciate the sacrifices made 

to serve our community. 

A recent example of this was at the 

September 8, 2009 council meeting, where there 

were approximately 100 concerned citizens to 

support continued entertainment at the 

Esplanade.  Immediately after the discussion and 

subsequent vote on the issue they got up and 

left the council chambers. The irony in this is 

that the next item on the agenda was setting the 

millage rate for 2010. I was amazed that almost 

all left the council chambers before the bigger 

agenda item was discussed. I expressed my feel-

ings to a colleague on break and the answer was 

simple, “Rob, they trust the decision that council 

will make.” That spoke volumes! The mere fact 

that they left before a major issue sent a clear mes-

sage: our service as councilors is appreciated by 

the majority… they trust us. 

These are very difficult economic times and 

many people nationwide are struggling financially. 

Our City Council has to balance trying to keep 

the millage rate as low as possible, keeping ex-

penditures at an all-time low, while trying to 

maintain a level of city services our residents 

need and expect. In addition, we have a spending cap 

and when the millage rate is reduced the city loses 

that income forever, creating a revenue gap which 

it may never recover from. This is a difficult bal-

ancing act which tries to take into consideration 

all of the various community interests. 

While the council essentially disagreed on the 

millage rate, it was determined, like most things, 

by compromise. The voting for the millage is set 

up so that a super majority vote means that five 

of the seven must agree or the motion fails. 

I don’t think anyone is happy about the re-

cent millage rate; but we compromised to get a 

rate of 1.6518 mils. 

 We are all weathering this financial storm 

and can accomplish great things when we work 

cooperatively. I like to keep in mind that while 

the future is uncertain, we will all survive; there 

hasn’t been a drought that didn’t end, a storm 

that didn’t clear, lightning that didn’t retreat, an 

earthquake that didn’t still and a flood that didn’t 

Marco Island City Council
By Rob Popoff, Chairman, Marco Island City Council 

recede, nor has there ever been 

a plague that didn’t end with the 

strong and the healthy prevail-

ing.  We will persevere. 

I want to thank those 

Islanders who understand and 

have offered dialog, differing 

views and productive support 

to our community.  Together 

we can weather anything. 

This article is part of a 
series by Marco Island City 

Council members. 
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Volunteer Opportunities 
and Recognition

by Ruth McCann

Audrey Hepburn has a number of quotes 

associated with her, but this is one of my favorites: 

“Remember, if you ever need a helping hand, it’s 

at the end of your arm. As you get older, remem-

ber you have another hand: the first is to help 

yourself, the second is to help others.”

Volunteering to help others is an important 

part of living on Marco Island. I’m sure it is in 

other areas of the country as well, but on Marco 

it seems that everyone has a special cause that 

they keep close to their heart. We realize we 

are so fortunate to live on such an extraordi-

nary island and we want to give back to our 

community.

If you are a member of the Marco Island 

Civic Association, a unique opportunity awaits 

you! MICA is looking for special people who 

want to get involved in the community. Each 

January ballots are mailed to MICA members 

asking them to elect four individuals to serve on 

the MICA Board of Directors. 

If you are interested in becoming more 

involved in our Marco Island community and 

you are a MICA member, give us a call. MICA is 

looking for a few good members and maybe that 

includes you! 

Of course, there are so many groups and 

individuals who help others on our island. Each 

January MICA recognizes one outstanding 

individual who has gone out of his or her way 

to make a difference to those less fortunate. At 

our Annual Meeting on January 12, 2010 one 

member of our community will be presented 

with MICA’s Humanitarian of the Year Award. 

Last January the Board presented the 

Humanitarian Award to Nicki Davis for the Joy 

of Giving campaign, which she has spearheaded 

for 21 years. See article on page 8.  

MICA’s Humanitarian Award was instituted 

in 1998 with Mimi Torbush of the Wishing Well 

receiving the first annual award. Over the years 

many of your friends and fellow island residents 

have been presented with this prestigious award. 

Do you know someone who you think should 

be considered for MICA’s 2010 Humanitarian of 

the Year Award?  Call us at 239-642-7778.

MICA President Howard Jordan with the 
2009 MICA Humanitarian of the Year 

Nicki Davis

MICA Welcomes New 
Members to its 
Discount Program:
Around Again Furniture & Decor  

Carriage Limousine, LLC  

Cedar Bay Yacht Club  

Diva Boutique  

Island Hoppers - Helicopter 

  Sightseeing  & Charter   

LeeBee Fish Co  

Nacho Mama’s Restaurant  

Storm Smart Industries  

Vic’s Island Pizza



Bring your coolers, blankets, and lawn chairs out to Mackle Park’s field and 

enjoy a free movie under the stars. Popcorn, sodas, and neon necklaces 

will be available for purchase. All movies start 10 – 15 minutes after sunset.

Friday, October 30th    – Coraline 

Friday, November 20th – Journey to the Center of the Earth

For more details, please call Mackle Park at 642-0575 or visit www.cityofmarcoisland.com

Movies In The Park

Halloween Spooktacular
is coming back to Mackle Park on Saturday, October 24th from 4:00 – 6:00pm. 

Located at Veterans Park every Wednesday 

beginning November 25 through April 14 from 7:30am – 2:00pm.
 

Visit with your local Florida vendors while they will be out selling some 

of their favorite home-goods items and crafts.   Goods that will be at the 

market include fresh fruits and vegetables, breads, baked goods, salsas and 

sauces, flowers, seafood, candles, soaps, arts and crafts and much more. 

For more details, please call Mackle Park at 642-0575 

or visit www.cityofmarcoisland.com

Free Public Seminar - Using www.CollierClerk.com
October 8, 2009,  2pm – 4pm

Frances Pew Hayes Center for Lifelong Learning at Hodges University, 2655 Northbrooke Drive, Naples, 

FL 34119.     Call: (239) 598 - 6133 for Information and Directions.

Dates for Your Diary
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City of Marco Island Farmers Market

Activities include face painting, music, bounce house, Halloween games,  

crafts, and much more. There will be a costume contest for ages 10 years and

                           younger at 5:30pm. This event is open to the public and 

       free of charge.   More details coming soon.

Healthy Life Lecture Series
January 26   - Common Geriatric Issues

February 23 - Your Heart & When to Call 911

March 30     - Kidney Stones & More

April 13       - From Hands to Feet

All lectures take place at 7:00pm at Mackle Park.

Presented by Physicians 

Regional Hospital, MICA, 

City of Marco Island, 

Orion Bank & YMCA



Drop Off Your Old
Cell Phones & 
Eye Glasses

at the Mica Office
and we’ll donate them to the Abused Women’s 

Shelter and the Lion’s Club Eye Glass Collection.
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Fresh Seafood since 1983

Cafe de Marco

244 Palm Street, Olde Marco  
Reservations please 394-6262

Get rid of those old pill bottles by 

dropping them at the Marco Island 

Recycling Center on Elkcam Circle 

on November 14 as part of Collier 

County’s Operation Medicine 

Cabinet Event.

Operation Medicine Cabinet Event



What a wonderful time was had by all at 

Residents’ Beach on July Fourth for Uncle 

Sam’s Sand Jam! The fly over by the crafts from 

Homestead Air Force Base was quick but certainly 

impressive. The Sailing Association of Marco 

Island sailed along our beachfront in stately qui-

etude. Those on the beach were treated to a full 

day of Marco sunshine without even so much as 

a drop of rain!

MICA staff and volunteers can put another 

notch in their caps for creating a wonderfully 

successful Fourth of July Event. Of course, we 

could not pull it off alone. We must thank the 

Marco Island Police Department, the Marco 

Island Fire Department and the Marco Island 

Police Foundation for their excellent coverage. 

We must also thank the Marco Eagle, which 

sponsored Mobile Sound Entertainment, the DJ 

music that kept the patriotic and dance tunes 

going all day long, right through the fireworks.

The Kiwanis Club of Marco Island handled 

the sandcastle contest and with more than 30 

entries this year, it was difficult to choose winners. 

Everyone worked so hard on their sculptures, 

and we appreciate the time that went into each 

piece. We didn’t know there were so many 

talented sand artists sitting on the Residents’ 

Beach each day!

Games and crafts for the kids are always a hit 

and many restaurants and businesses on our island 

by Ruth McCann
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contributed prizes including 

Arturo’s Restaurant, ASE Telecom, 

Big Al’s, Collier Tropical Landscaping, CJ’s 

Restaurant, Cold Stone Creamery, Kerry’s Café, 

Kretch’s Restaurant, Obsession, Marco Community Bank, 

Maria Elena’s Salon, Paradise Seafood, Porky’s Last Stand, Publix Supermarket, 

Snook Inn, Subway, and Sunset Grille.

MICA’s celebration had a first of its kind – a hot dog eating contest! The contest was fashioned after 

the famous Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating Contest. With seven contestants and 10 minutes to chow down, 

the winner ate nine hot dogs! And we all have newfound respect for those who enter the Nathan’s 

contest – 69 hot dogs in 10 minutes?? How do they do that?

The fireworks were spectacular and went off without a hitch on July Fourth. Of course, leading up 

to the Fourth there was a massive community effort to collect the $42,000 necessary to fund Marco 

Island’s one-of-a kind display and due to the gen-

erosity of businesses, groups, and individuals, the 

funds were collected. MICA contributed $5,000 

toward the display.

The Marco Island Veterans of Foreign War 

Post 6370 is responsible for raising funds for the 

finish work for a memorial at Veterans Park. 

Their goal of $200,000 was reduced by $1,200 

when they sold American flags at Residents’ 

Beach. In fact they sold 500 flags by 8:00 pm and 

thanked everyone for their generosity. Look for 

donation stations to be situated around your 

island’s favorite businesses in the near future.  

So, thank you islanders for keeping the tra-

dition and creating an unforgettable celebration 

in honor of our nation’s independence!

For more July 4th photos see page 23
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October 15th 5:30-7:00   

Artist Reception with Kathy Spalding. Free.

October 22nd 9am to 12pm  

Quick-Start Your Kayak: Introductory level 

course to kayaking: safety, simple rescues and 

basic paddling instruction. $40 ($35 for 

members). Pre-Registration required.

November 12th-15th  

Paradise Coast Kayak Symposium hosted by 

Rookery Bay Reserve and Salt Water Sports. 

Seminars, paddling instruction, races etc. 

Register www.saltwatersportsflorida.com

November 1st   

Registration opens for the 6th annual 2010 

SW Florida Nature Festival.  Pre-registration is 

required www.rookerybay.org

November 18th 5:30-7:00 

Art Exhibit Opening Reception: “Painting Annual”, 

presented by the United Arts Council of Collier 

County and Friends of Rookery Bay. Free.

December 15th 

Wing It! A Beginning Birders’ Workshop: Learn 

the basics of birding, then practice your skills 

on a field trip to a local park. $20 ($15 for 

members). Limit 20.

ONGOING:

Guided Kayak Tours - Join a Rookery Bay 

naturalist for a guided exploration of the bays 

and mangrove forests of Rookery Bay Reserve.  

Wednesdays through October. Wednesdays 

and Fridays November through April. Times 

vary. Check website for details. 

$35 ($30 Members) 

Pre-registration required.  

Coastal Connections Daily Programs - 

The Environmental Learning Center is open 

Monday - Friday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Also 

open Saturdays November – April.  

Daily programs on a variety of topics are 

included with the cost of admission and 

are offered at 11:00 am and 2:00 pm.  

Visit the calendar at 

www.rookerybay.org 

Rookery Bay
Calendar of 

Events
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Franziska Wagner 

Originally from Germany, Franziska is proud 

to bring her family and guests who visit to the 

RB. She said, “I sit under a chickee every day 

with friends and I have been a member since 

moving here 29 years ago!”

What do You Like Best
about Residents’ Beach?

Lee & Bob Turner
Lee walks every morning and sometimes 

stays and reads. Bob works so he comes to 

Residents’ Beach (RB) once a week.

Lee said, “I love RB. It’s well maintained, 

always clean. Dennis does a wonderful job. When 

I walk down the boardwalk and see a sailboat on 

the water, it’s HEAVEN!” See Page 18  for more!
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Aurora & Pedro Vasquez
They spend 365 days per year at RB. Pedro, 

who will be 93 in November, walks everyday on 
the beach. “We sit in groups under the chickees 
and when other members travel to other parts 
of the world, we stay in touch via the internet, 

so RB has joined many of us as friends!”

 

Silvia & Jesus Garcia 

“Residents’ Beach is the main reason we’re 
on Marco Island. It’s better than fishing and golf. 
We like RB the way it is. We come every day 

and also walk the beach in the winter.”

What do You 
Like Best about 

Residents’ Beach?
Continued from page 17

Long-time member and regular at the 

Residents’ Beach, Susan Pellegrino passed 

away August 1. 

We’ll all miss her smiling face.
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We thought you might enjoy this photo of 

John Edward and Josh which was taken by Victoria 

Wright at Residents’ Beach this summer.

If you have any images you’d like to share with 

other members either e-mail them,  along with some 

information about your subject or subjects, to: 

marcoislandcivicassociation@embarqmail.com, 

or mail them to the address on page 2.  We’ll 

print as many as we can, giving you credit and 

awarding a prize to the photo(s) we consider to 

be the best in each issue.

Please note that by sending us your images 

you are giving us permission to use them in the 

MICAwave.

Photo Contest....
Send Us Your Photos!
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DINING  
Present discount card before ordering

CJ’s on the Bay, Esplanade

Excludes Gazebo Bar, 389-4511

Cold Stone Ice Cream, Esplanade

$1 off purchase or $3 off ice cream cake 

393-0046

Gino’s Olde Marco Trattoria
Entrée items only.

1095 Bald Eagle Dr, 389-4368

House of Mozart
Shops of Marco

642-5220

Joey’s Pizza & Pasta House    

Entree items only (dine-in)

257 N Collier Blvd, 389-2433

 
Kerry’s Café
Shops of Marco, 394-4696

Konrad’s Restaurant  
Regular menu items only

Marco Walk, 642-3332

LaCasita Restaurant
Shops of Marco, 642-7600

Lee Bee Fish Co.

Fresh seafood from local waters - will 

prepare & cook to order - carry out only

350 Royal Palm Dr, 389-0580

Little Caesar’s Pizza 

Regular menu items only

911 N Collier Blvd, 394-4422

Mongello’s 
10% off entree or free glass of house 

wine with dinner, 

4221 E. Tamiami Trail, 793-2644

Nacho Mama’s Tex-Mex American
2 Happy Hours: 3-6 & 10-midnight

Thurs-Ladies Nt with DJ, 

reduced drink prices. 

Fri & Sat-solo guitar.

Marco Walk, 389-2222

Ne Ne’s Kitchen
Breakfast & Lunch (dine-in)

297 N Collier Blvd, 394-3854

Porky’s Last Stand 

701 Bald Eagle Dr, 394-8727

The Sand Bar 

Food only, regular menu items only

826 E Elkcam Circle, 642-3625

Snook Inn 

1215 Bald Eagle Dr, 394-3313

Sunset Grille at Apollo Beach Front

900 S Collier Blvd, 389-0509

Vic’s Island Pizza 
Marco’s only wheat pizza

910 N Collier Blvd, 642-5662

HEALTH CARE/WELLNESS

Always There Home Health Care 

Loyalty Program, 389-0170

Curves, Shops of Marco

1 free week, 389-0016

Healthy Body by Nina
Initial personal training sessions & group 

classes, 1000 N Collier Blvd #12, 564-6262

Marco Dental Care
Non-surgical procedure. Free bleaching with 

new patient exam, xrays & cleaning @ reg. 

price, 950 N Collier Blvd, 389-9400

Nikken
Retail wellness products

651 S Collier Blvd, 394-1580

The Spa at Marco Island Marriott Resort, 
10% off spa services & 15% off salon services

400 S Collier Blvd, 389-6029

Summer Day Café, Town Center

Vitamins only, 394-8361

RETAIL STORES

APPAREL/JEWELRY
Angelica’s Boutique 

681 S Collier Blvd, 394-6632

Beachworks, Town Center Mall

Excludes sales items, 642-7777

Beach Unlimited
1001 N Collier Blvd, 642-4888

Georgie’s & the Shoe Resort 
Town Center Mall, 394-2621

JetSet Surf Shop 

Excludes hardgoods, 674 Bald Eagle Dr

394-5544

Jewelry by Laura, Marriott Resort

394-2511

Prime Outlets (Pick up VIP Coupon 

Brochure in office at rear of mall)

6060 Collier Blvd #121, 775-8083

Surf & Sand / Sweetwaters / 
Crosswinds 

Marriott Resort, 389-6051

NON-APPAREL
Around Again Furniture & Décor
Nearly new furniture from model homes, 

antiques & décor

860 Bald Eagle Dr, 642-7000

China Rose Florist 
Fresh flowers only, excludes out-of-town 

orders, 678 Bald Eagle Dr, 642-6663

Critter Café
Excludes dog and cat food 

810 Bald Eagle Dr, 389-8488

Islander Pool & Patio
Patio accessories & pool toys

559 Bald Eagle Dr, 642-4844

Keep In Touch, Shops of Marco

Excludes Post Office, copy & internet service 

& sale items, 393-6300

Optical Boutique of Marco
Marco Walk, 642-4776

Radio Shack-Island Electronics, LLC 

1000 N Collier Blvd, 394-5888

Reflections Liquors
1000 N Collier Blvd, 394-1118

Royal Palm Hair Studio
Joico & Paul Mitchell hair products

981 N Collier Blvd, 394-7800

Something Olde Something New 

Excludes sale & used items

207 N Collier Blvd, 389-9700

Sunshine Books 

Hardback books only

1000 N Collier Blvd, 394-5343

677 S Collier Blvd, 393-0353

Your Island Home
Town Center, 642-7366

DRY CLEANERS
Cache Dry Cleaners 

666 Bald Eagle Dr, 394-0099

Dry Clean & More
1763 San Marco Rd, 642-7222

Professional Dry Cleaners of Marco
571 East Elkcam Circle, 394-4579

HOME SERVICES / 
IMPROVEMENT
A. Pinto Self Storage
5% off new rentals & document shredding, 

994 N Barfield Dr,  394-1822

Adam Peters Construction 

Fine finish carpentry: Crown molding 

over $1000, 207-7650

Marco Island Civic Association “Members Only” Discount Program
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Collier Tropical Landscaping
All landscaping, tree trimming or 

new lawn service contracts. 

Sergio 821-3213

Dry & Clean Carpet Cleaning
Carpet, Tile, & Upholstery cleaning

642-0092

Easy Street Moving, 248-4136

Fabulous Faux Finishes
394-5747 or 537-1879

Fussy Fraulein, Inc. 
First cleaning only, 394-0562

Great Garage Doors 
Torsion spring repairs, 642-9050

Gulfcoast Painting & Pressure Cleaning, 

642-1005

Gulfside Electric, 784-8086

Island Pet Sitters 

Overnight jobs, 389-1837, 272-1659 

JCR Screen Repair & Service
394-9410

Marco Island Floor Covering 
Discounts vary 

1711 San Marco Rd, 394-1711

Marco Pool Service & 
Tropical Island Pools
$5 per mth off for first 6 mths new service, 

537-3039

Marco Upholstery
Cornices & headboards only

919 N Collier Blvd, 394-8338

Naples Wood Floors 

20% off wood floors

1673 Pine Ridge Rd, 514-5088

Polished Performance 

Initial service (cleaning, condo monitoring), 

304-6350

Sealco of  SW FL
Exterior repaint with premium paint package, 

642-0906

Shattuck Lawn & Landscape 

First 3 mths for new customers

389-6244

Southern Comfort Air 
Repair or service work, 642-6642

Sparkle Carpet Cleaning 
Carpet, tile, grout, upholstery & 

emergency water damage, 394-8808

Sparkle & Shine Cleaning 

Maintenance, handyman & repair services 

919-9137, 866-476-0575

Storm Smart Industries 239-939-1000

‘Go Energy Smart’ supplies homes & busi-

nesses with solar hot water, electricity & 

variety of energy saving products 

Tiny Tikes Treasures (Rentals)

247 N Collier Blvd., 389-1868

Two by Faux Finishes, 272-3090

Master bathroom color wash

ADVENTURES/TOURS
Dolphin Explorer by Sea Excursions
Rose Marco River Marina, 642-6899

Island Hoppers-Helicopter 
Sightseeing & Charter
10% off tour pkg, except “Discovery” tour

Marco Island Executive Airport

2005 Mainsail Drive, 207-4100

Marco Island Princess
Rose Marco River Marina, 642-5415

Marco Island Ski & Watersports 
Marriott, Hilton & Crystal Shores Resorts, 

394-4344

Saboutime Sailing, LLC 

Rose Marco River Marina, 207-475-6248

Marco Scuba Adventures
10% off goods, scubamarco.com 

1141 Bald Eagle Dr, 389-7889

Sea Gone Fishing Team 
Excludes 3 hour charters, 642-0657

Vantastic Tours, 394-7699

 

MARINE/AUTO
Anchor Saver, 877-4080

Autocraft
5% off non-insurance repairs

754 Elkcam Circle, 642-5309

Blue Marlin Marine Construction 

Seawall inspections only, 642-4284

Carriage Limousine
Affordable, prompt, professional service

394-0308, 866-942-9932

Cedar Bay Yacht Club
10% off service, parts & labor plus free haul 

out & wash with all service work

705 E Elkcam Cir, 394-9533

Enterprise Rent-A-Car 

Daily & weekly rate, 642-4488

Gulf American Marine Inc. 
Parts only, 642-9515

Rose Marco River Marina 
10% off men’s, women’s sportswear, shoes, 

hats & bags. Excluded: sale items, fuel, 

boating acc, fishing dept, bait, boat rentals & 

food. 951 Bald Eagle Dr, 394-2502

Sailmaker, Bronwen McKiever 
20% off do-it-yourself Sunbrella cloths, 

vinyls & cleaning products

800 East Elkcam Circle, 248-3169

Sea Tow Marco Island 

Sea Tow Membership, 394-1188

Southwest Marine, 394-4168

Walkers Marine, 642-6764

Parts & service for customers in 

WM computer, 785 Bald Eagle Dr

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Dr. Constance Aria, Licensed 

Psychologist, Royal Palm Mall, 394-5599

Avon by Lucinda 

Cosmetics, 642-0297, 821-7976

Diva Boutique, Pamela Broad

10% off facials & purchase of skin care 

or makeup

Marco Walk, 642-0506

Jeffery M. Bogan Insurance Agency, 

15% off annual prem. for long term care, 

261-6533

H.I. Studios, Ltd. Memorable 
Keepsakes, 821-9458

James Karl & Associates 

Free initial consultation

678 Bald Eagle Dr, 642-9988

Lotus Blossom Feng Shui Designs 

First consultation, 404-0678

Marco Community Bank
1770 San Marco Rd, 389-5200

Marco Island Photography 

Portrait sitting & finished portraits by 

Peter Berec, 642-3500 

Veronica McNally, Ind Beauty Consultant, 

10% off every order, plus free lipstick with 

new customer facial & makeover 

389-4852

     The above businesses partic-

ipate in MICA’s Members Only 

Discount Program and extend a 

minimum 10% discount to MICA 

& Residents’ Beach members. 

   Please present your card at 

time of purchase. Discounts 

are not valid with any other of-

fers. Discounts are for MICA 

& Residents’ Beach members’ 

purchases only.  
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The Naples Botanical Garden is well on its 

way to its grand opening in November 2009. 

At that time, three major gardens – the Vicky 

C. and David Byron Smith Children’s Garden, 

Brazilian Garden, and Kathleen and Scott Kapnick 

Caribbean Garden – as well as the Mary and 

Stephen B. Smith River of Grass will welcome 

their first visitors. 

The Garden will create a place where cul-

tural diversity is celebrated and appreciated.  

Brazilians will be able to celebrate their incred-

ible botanic heritage as well as the vision and skill 

of Brazilian icon, landscape architect, Roberto 

Burle Marx. Caribbean cultures will be distin-

guished in gardens representing the enormous 

impact that the region played as a gateway for 

the arrival of European explorers. 

The interactive Smith Children’s Garden, 

designed by renowned landscape architect, Herb 

Schaal, will delight children, parents and grand-

parents alike with waterfalls, tree houses, seven 

child-size recreations of native habitat, weird 

and wonderful plants, and a hidden garden filled 

with fanciful plantings in recycled objects. 

The soon-to-come Marcia and L. Bates Lea 

Asian Garden will follow these same principles 

of commemoration and admiration of the people 

and plants of Southeast Asia. So too will the local 

landscape be reflected in the Karen and Robert 

Scott Florida Garden. The Garden is also home 

to a unique 90-acre nature sanctuary with seven 

different ecosystems.  Housing unspoiled marsh-

es, twisted mangroves, giant pines and ancient 

cypress; this vital corridor is home to otters, 

bobcats, hawks, eagles, and other wildlife. Bird 

lovers will enjoy the opportunity to witness doz-

ens of species in their native habitat as well as 

scores of migrating birds in the spring and fall.

The Garden will also house the Harvey 

Kapnick Education and Research Center. This 

15,000 square-foot state-of-the-art facility is 

a joint venture of the Garden and Florida Gulf 

Coast University.  FGCU students and the 

Naples community will be able to take classes 

in all aspects of gardening, landscape design and 

environmental sciences. 

Collier County schoolteachers will have a 

wonderful venue to provide hands-on experiences 

for their students in the natural sciences. These 

will augment the Garden’s existing programs such 

as the acclaimed “Global Garden” program.

For community members looking for a 

unique opportunity to use their talents, the 

Garden offers volunteer positions where they 

will share stories and plant knowledge with 

visitors. Volunteer opportunities also exist in 

light office duty, special projects and, of course, 

gardening.

The economic value to the community will 

be substantial. This world-class cultural attrac-

tion will entice visitors not only from Florida, 

but will be a destination for travelers from all 

corners of the globe.  The Garden will make 

a profound difference in our community now 

and for generations to come and is located at 

4820 Bayshore Drive, Naples.  You can visit their 

website at www.naplesgarden.org.

 

Naples Botanical Garden
by Amy Kessler, Communications Manager, Naples Botanical Garden

The Interactive Smith Children’s Garden
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